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uitc in ":C')cnf"cpf of the dutics he continucd to per-
mm within his own pauy H ¢ governiments of Cairo
ud Damascus, among others, entrasted him with del-
cate missions of interest ozﬂy to themsclves,
f'wo dates are decisive: i April 1960, at Conakry,
he Organization of bolldnrfty of the Afro-Asian
beoples c;cc;c’.cd to create a Solidarity Mund. In 1963,

Zo. Barka Affair is the_most tantalizing of
lnes—a known kidngping and presumed mur-
aer implicating the govcrnnients of both Morocco
«nd France but lacking both cornse and satisfactory
Now, a noted French journalist o')’fe‘rs the

ot at least. Writing in Paris” respected Le Figare
lvéraire, David Rousset suggests that Ben Barka
camne 1o grief not as leader of the Moroccan Left,
out Lea far broader and more sinister capacity.
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Letus start at the beginning, xile made Ben Barka

an international lcac‘cr whose activitics soon became
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Ben Barka in Casablanca: “Fualse names and hiding places.”

it Vioshi in 2 Tanzania, the preparatory committee of
e lr*conrm atal Conrcu.xcc was set up. A man
vith very special qualities was nceded to occupy a post
central choonslb lity in the management of the
fand. After all the mom.y was being put up primarily
y the U.S.S.R China; and since the conflict be-
ween 'fhcseuowcrs had already reached, in 1960, a vir-
nent stage, it was going to be very dithcult to win the
onfdence of Lom smmltancously. Much diplomacy
vould be needed. Both the Sovicts and the Chinese
vould have to be sure of the convictions, capabilitics
md discretion of any candidate. Ben o‘.rLa was ap-
vointed to this post of vice-chalrman, flanked by onc
Sovict and one \,hmesc while the chairmanship was
assu nud by the brother of S¢kou Touréd, Ismacl
Tour¢. The authority he had won in the Arab world
must have been a great hielp to him. But he also had to
1ave experience as an administrator, and both the will
and po‘iticﬂ abmy to bring the national movements
of the Third World and the Communist Parties
m“ﬁ‘v“ loser together. ,
he essumal work of the Fund was the manage-
E 1.1onuy A large share of the budget was uscd .
aganda and publications, and another part of
1t was scd to support the Afro-Asian organizations
and thelr activities, Some of these were clandesting,
and their activities subversive and military. In order to
succeed in this delicate task, Jen Barka had to know
the trath about these organizations and their leaders.
\/Ioncy, after all, cannot be handed ‘out indiscrimi-
nately. Ben Barka therciore possessed infornmation of
extraordinary value ;uu Lozc very high-level responsi-
bilities, csocczal‘y if one considers that his sphere
embraced the whole of Asia, the Middle East and
Adrica. For this reason, from 1960 onwards, liis adver-
saries bcgm to Lccram nim as beingon an entircly dif-
ferent level of importance from his colleagues in the
leacersh p of the u N.I.P. [National Union of Popu-
lar Forces]. He began to become intimately involved
inmajo

rmatters of world importance.
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